
Write A Short Play: with Artist Director, Denis Burke. 
 
 
This short course intends to help first-time playwrights write a script of 10-15 pages in just five 
weeks.  
 
Course content: 
 
Week 1: Read Read Read  
 
The group will discuss the key elements of a compelling script, with a particular focus on 
character. We will discuss how to make writing a habit and unpack some of the common myths 
about writing and obstacles to finding motivation. Homework will involve each participant finding 
a favourite character from a book, play, film or TV show that they find unique and intriguing.  
 
In preparation of week 2, participants will write at least one page where they transpose that 
character to a different setting and imagine how they would behave.  
 
Week 2: Structure 
 

This session will focus on basic story structures. We will also discuss some of the characters the 
participants selected, what makes them so interesting and what participants found challenging 
and enjoyable about the writing assignment. Homework this week will involve: 1. watching a 
short video about story structure, 2. writing out the structure of the short play they want to write, 
and 3. starting their script.  
 
Week 3: Write Write Write 
 

This session will bring together character and structure and introduce the extra element of 
context. We will discuss dialogue and how to make it convincing and interesting. We will also 
briefly discuss how to overcome writer's block. Homework this week will be to complete a first 
draft of their short plays.  
 
Week 4: Edit Edit Edit 
 

 This session will discuss the editing process, gathering feedback from friends and others, how to 
conduct a table reading and what to do once they are happy with the script. Homework: Redraft 
and edit their scripts.  
 
Week 5: Room to Breathe 
 
This week gives us the opportunity to tidy up, discuss and review our work; perhaps discuss the 
opportunity for a table reading that could be arranged online with volunteer actors to read some 
participants' scripts if they are keen.  
 
 
 


